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My primary line of research focuses on Child Protective Services (CPS). I examine CPS as a state 

response to families facing adversity, analyzing the workings and implications of a system that 

can offer therapeutic support to families but that also wields coercive power.  

 

I also study the spatial patterning of CPS contact, using child welfare system administrative data 

from Connecticut. In an article recently published in Child Abuse & Neglect, I estimate the 

prevalence of CPS reports during early childhood and of substantiated CPS reports during 

childhood, for children living in neighborhoods with different poverty rates and racial 

compositions. In a study forthcoming in Housing Policy Debate, Lindsey Bullinger and I analyze 

the relationship between evictions and neighborhood CPS reports. 
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