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Measures to Prevent Youth from Running from Out-of-Home Facilities 

In 2020, 12-year-old Timothy Montoya ran away from his residential treatment facility. 
Timothy had complex behavioral health issues that contributed to him habitually running 
from care. He had already experienced nearly a dozen short-term and long-term stays in 
residential care facilities, and had run away from previous placements. At his last placement, 
Timothy ran and was hit by a car on a dark frontage road. He died from his injuries a few days 
later.  

In response to this tragedy and others like it, the Colorado General Assembly established1 
the Timothy Montoya Task Force to Prevent Youth from Running from Out-of-Home 
Placement, located in the Office of the Child Protection Ombudsman of Colorado (CPO). This 
task force met 23 times – totaling 57 hours of discussion – during 24 months. It brought 
together a diverse group of professionals and individuals with lived experience to study and 
develop solutions to these problems. On October 1, 2024, the task force published its final 
report, which included several recommendations for legislative changes to prevent future 
tragedies like what happened to Timothy Montoya.2  

Ultimately, the task force found that there are no standard statewide systems to address the 
potentially dangerous circumstances experienced by children and youth who run from care. 
The task force’s recommendations include changes that will help to prevent youth from 
running away from out-of-home care, intervene to appropriately respond when youth do run 
from care, and ensure that youth who leave receive appropriate medical and mental health 
evaluations and care when they return.  

Senate Bill 25-151: Measures to Prevent Youth from Running Away – which was signed into 
law on April 10, 2025 – marked the first phase of implementing the systems and laws needed 
to properly care for these children and youth. The CPO and community partners are 
committed to implementing the other recommendations of the task force in the coming 
years.  

Senate Bill 25-151 amended the law by addressing: 

• Runaway Response Policies: The bill created a requirement that residential child care 
facilities must create policies outlining how staff will respond when a child or youth 
threatens or attempts to run from care, including whether or not they will physically 
restrain a child or youth to prevent them from leaving the facility. Those policies must 
be developed by July 1, 2026.  

 
1 See House Bill 22-1375. 
2 Each recommendation received at least 85% support from voting task force members. The task force’s 
voting records, meeting recordings, and minute and recap documents are available online.   
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o Each facility will then be required to give a copy of their policy to a child or 
youth’s parent, legal guardian or custodian when they begin their stay at the 
facility.  

• Notification: The bill created a requirement that, when a youth goes missing, the 
facility must notify the child or youth’s parent, legal guardian or custodian. If their first 
notification attempt is unsuccessful, they must make repeated efforts. This 
requirement went into effect on April 10, 2025.   

• CPO Survey of Residential Child Care Facilities: The bill created a requirement for the 
CPO to conduct a statewide inventory survey of the physical infrastructure of 
facilities to deter youth from running away. Examples of such physical infrastructure 
include delayed locks, alarms and fences. The CPO is required to publish a final report 
summarizing the results of this survey by July 1, 2026.  

Organizations in support of Senate Bill 25-151 include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Jordan Steffen, Deputy Ombudsman 
Office of the Child Protection Ombudsman of Colorado 
jsteffen@coloradocpo.org.org / 720-625-8645 (direct) / 720-625-8640 (main) 
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