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PUBLIC MEETING
August 8, 2025
Record of Proceedings

Notice of this meeting was provided pursuant to the Colorado Open Meetings Law, § 24-6-402, C.R.S.
CONVENE

The meeting of the Child Protection Ombudsman (CPO) Board was convened via Zoom teleconference at 8:32
a.m. by Chair Benjamin Rounsborg.

A quorum of the Board was present.

INTRODUCTIONS

PRESENT AT THE MEETING

Board Members

Hon. Benjamin Rounsborg, Board Chair
Hon. Gail Meinster, Vice Chair

Hannah Seigel Proff

Connie Vigil

Katy Saehler

Matthew Tulley

Valerie Brooks

Wendy Buxton-Andrade

Others Present

Janna Fischer, Senior Assistant Attorney General
Kirsten Grooms, Assistant Attorney General
Jordan Steffen, Deputy Ombudsman

Karen Nielsen, Director of Administrative Services
Kristen Mahlin, HR Consultant

PRESENT FROM THE PUBLIC
None



REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

May 8, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Chair Rounsborg entertained a motion to approve the final minutes of the meeting held on May 8, 2025. Judge
Gail Meinster made a motion to approve the final minutes of the May 8, 2025, meeting. Hannah Seigel Proff

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 8:35 a.m. Chair Rounsborg called for a motion to enter executive session for the purpose of discussing the
Child Protection Ombudsman annual performance evaluation.

Judge Meinster made a motion to enter executive session for the purposes described above. Wendy Buxton-
Andrade seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Executive Session was held for the Board to receive legal advice pursuant to
§24-6-402(3)(a)(1l), C.R.S.

The Executive Session was recorded in compliance with
§24-6-402(2)(d.S)(1)(A), C.R.S

Senior Assistant Attorney General Janna Fischer, Assistant Attorney General Kirsten Grooms, and CPO HR
Consultant Kristen Mahlin attended the executive session in whole.

At 9:06 a.m. Chair Rounsborg returned the meeting to open session.

Chair Rounsborg called for a motion to approve the Child Protection Ombudsman annual performance
evaluation as discussed. Connie Vigil made a motion to approve the Child Protection Ombudsman annual
performance evaluation as discussed. Ms. Buxton-Andrade seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Kristen Mahlin left the meeting at 9:08 a.m.

SAAG Fischer stated that she would send the approved annual performance evaluation to Ombudsman
Stephanie Villafuerte who will have the opportunity to respond in executive session at the September Board
meeting. If Ombudsman Villafuerte chooses not to defend her evaluation the September 2025 meeting will be

cancelled.

BOARD BUSINESS

Chair/Vice-Chair Elections Process

SAAG Janna Fischer reported that Vice Chair Judith Martinez has resigned from the Board, creating a
vacancy. She also noted that there was an oversight in the election process regarding the board chair



position. SAAG Fisher outlined three options for the board to consider: (1) Hold the current chair election;
(2) Suspend the chair election and vote; or (3) Amend the CPO Board Bylaws temporarily to suspend the
vote. Under the third option, the current board chair would continue serving a second one-year term as
interim board chair.

SAAG Fischer entertained a motion to suspend the bylaws and proceed with the current election process for
the Board chair and vice chair vacancies. Matthew Tulley made a motion to suspend the bylaws and proceed
with the current election process for the Board chair and vice chair vacancies. Ms. Buxton-Andrade seconded
the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Board Chair and Vice-Chair Nominations
Members engaged in a discussion regarding various nominations for the chair and vice-chair positions.
Board Chair and Vice-Chair Elections

Ms. Buxton-Andrade made a motion to nominate Board Chair Ben Rounsborg for a second term. Valerie
Brooks seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Buxton-Andrade made a motion to nominate Judge Meinster as Board vice-chair. Ms. Brooks seconded
the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

SAAG Fischer stated that the Board has appointed Ben Rounsborg to a second term as Board Chair and
Judge Meinster as Vice Chair. Chair Rounsborg’s term will end on July 31, 2029, and Vice Chair Meinster’s
term will end on July 31, 2027.

SAAG Fisher recommended amending the CPO Board Bylaws at the next meeting.

Out-of-Town Board Meeting

Deputy Ombudsman Jordan Steffen reported that the agency is excited to welcome CPO Advisory board
members to Vail, Colorado for the annual out-of-town Board meeting and the United States Ombudsman
Association conference. She provided an overview of the meeting logistics, conference details, hotel
accommodations and key timelines.

The Board thanked the agency staff for their work in organizing the meeting and conference.

Member News

Judge Meinster shared that Chair Rounsborg will be leaving the Jefferson County Attorney’s Office and has
been selected to serve as a magistrate in the First Judicial District. The Board congratulated Chair

Rounsborg on this achievement.

CLOSING REMARKS

Chair Rounsborg expressed appreciation to the board and staff for all their efforts.

ADJOURN



Chair Rounsborg entertained a motion to adjourn. Ms. Vigil made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Seigel-Proff
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The Board formally adjourned the meeting at 9:37 a.m.

ATTESTATION

As Board Chair and Board Vice-Chair, | attest that these minutes of the open public meeting held on August 8,
2025, of the Colorado Child Protection Ombudsman Board substantially reflect the substance of the

discussion and action taken related to the matters under the authority of the Board and in compliance with the
Open Meetings Law, § 24-6-402, C. R.S.

/s/ Benjamin Rounsborg 11721725
Board Chair Date

/s/Ann Gail Meinster 11/24/25
Board Vice-Chair Date



/s/ Benjamin Rounsborg

psj88agm
Typewriter
11/24/25

psj88agm
Typewriter
/s/Ann Gail Meinster




