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Stephanie Villafuerte to Step Down after 10 Years as Colorado’s Child Protection 
Ombudsman 

 
Villafuerte’s Leadership Strengthened Colorado’s Child Protection Systems and Expanded 

Support for Children and Families 
 
DENVER (January 7, 2026) — The Office of Colorado’s Child Protection Ombudsman announced 
today that Ombudsman Stephanie Villafuerte will conclude her tenure in April 2026. Her ten years 
of leadership have been defined by collaboration, reform and a steadfast commitment to improving 
outcomes for children and families across the state. 
 
Appointed in 2015 as the state’s first independent Child Protection Ombudsman, Villafuerte has 
dedicated her tenure and much of her legal and public policy career to improving the safety, well-
being and outcomes of children and families across Colorado. 
 
“It has been an honor and a privilege to serve this agency and to see the meaningful difference our 
work has made in the lives of children and families throughout our state,” said Villafuerte. “The 
dedication of our team and the spirit of cooperation across our network have inspired me daily. I 
look forward to seeing the continued growth of the Office of the Colorado Child Protection 
Ombudsman and the broader child protection community.” 
 
Villafuerte has helped establish the CPO as a trusted and nationally recognized leader in child 
protection oversight. Under her guidance, the office worked to identify and address systemic gaps 
affecting children and families. This includes improving adoption assistance laws, reforming 
Division of Youth Services policies, strengthening child abuse reporting laws and supporting youth 
who run from out-of-home placements. These achievements helped ensure that Colorado’s child 
protection systems remain responsive to evolving needs. 
 
“Stephanie’s leadership has transformed the CPO into a trusted and vital part of Colorado’s child 
protection landscape,” said Magistrate Benjamin Rounsborg, CPO Board Chair. “She strengthened 
accountability, expanded support for children and families and built strong partnerships across the 
state. The Board is grateful for her decade of service and the foundation she leaves for the next 
leader to build upon.” 
 

mailto:gail@barefootpr.com


 

2 
 

Together with state and community partners, the CPO will continue advancing systemic 
improvements throughout the transition. 
 
“The work ahead remains critically important, and Stephanie has positioned the CPO to continue 
advancing change that supports children and families statewide,” said the Honorable Ann Gail 
Meinster, CPO Board Vice Chair. “Stephanie’s leadership has been characterized by an effective 
blend of collaboration with all stakeholders and the ability to be bold, creative and decisive. We 
appreciate her guidance during this transition and look forward to what the future holds for the 
organization.” 
 
The search for the next ombudsman is now open, led by the CPO Board of Directors. Villafuerte will 
continue to lead the CPO and assist in a thoughtful transition that keeps the needs of children and 
families at the center. More details can be found here:  
 
https://judicialco.bamboohr.com/careers/45  
  

### 
 
About The Office of the Colorado Child Protection Ombudsman (CPO) 
The Office of the Colorado Child Protection Ombudsman (CPO) is an independent government 
agency that ensures the state’s child protection systems consistently, fairly and equitably deliver 
services to every child, youth and family. Established in 2010, the CPO offers free, confidential and 
neutral services to ensure the highest attainable standards of care and works with people, 
government agencies and other stakeholders to resolve issues and disputes. The CPO engages 
communities across the state and collaborates with stakeholders and lawmakers to improve child 
protection services, policies and laws. More information at https://coloradocpo.org. 
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